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The U.S. Economy

U.S. Business Cycles (1960 – present)
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Duration in quarters

1960 – 1969 / 38 qtrs.

2007 – present / 33 qtrs.

1990 – 2001 / 42 qtrs.

2001 – 2007/ 27 qtrs.

1973 – 1980 / 25 qtrs.
1981 – 1990 / 36 qtrs.

1969 – 1973 / 16 qtrs.

1980 – 1981 / 6 qtrs.



Globalization: Friend Or Foe?



Monetary Policy
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Monetary Policy

U.S. Treasury Yield Curve – August 2008 vs. November 2016
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 Declining operating income due to lower commodity 
prices

 Continued pricing volatility and need for enhanced risk 
management capabilities

 Increased credit risk from farmer-members purchasing 
supplies and services on credit

 On-going “mega mergers”

 Evolving expectations and demands from farmer-
members

 Continuing pressure to consolidate

 Shortage of high-quality human capital

Challenges Facing American Agribusiness
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A Conversation with
Maggie Wilderotter
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The New Realities of Life 
Transitions and Well-Being

Joseph Coughlin
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Navigating the Treacherous
Waters of Cybersecurity

Salim Ismail
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Leadership and the New 
Principles of Influence

Daniel Pink
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Economic Outlook

Austan Goolsbee
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Political Point/Counterpoint

Donna Brazile
Norm Ornstein
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